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"On June 3, 1921, there was a sudden
cloudburst ten miles west of Pueblo,
Colorado. The always-volatile Arkansas
River began swelling. About the same time,
there was a downpour over the Fountain
River 30 miles north. The two rivers meet in
the heart of town. The waters rose to over
15 feet in some areas. When it was over,
nearly 1,500 people were dead and damage
to homes and businesses was widespread.
Property loss was estimated to be over $20
million. The flood covered over 300 square
miles."

– Ben S. Read, President
The Mountain States Tel. & Tel. Co.



Wise Words Foretell of Future Catastrophe 

In  May of 1921 ,  a Nat ive American man walked into the Congress

Hotel  and asked for  a job.  He went on to predict  the f lood that

would arr ive a month later .  After  the f lood,  many people t r ied to

f ind th is  man and quest ion him about h is  prophecy.  He was

never found. 

Story Sponsor:  Brues Alehouse                  Actor :  Alan Chalepah

Tragedy on Gray’s Farm 

Boy Scout Troop to the Rescue 

The f i rst  two deaths on June 3,  1921 ,  occurred ear ly  in  the day,

long before the levees broke.  E l izabeth and her s ister  Marjor ie

Gray were torn f rom their  farmhouse as the waters rose across

their  land.  

Story Sponsor:  Sonntag Fami ly  Dent ist ry        Actor :  Hanna Maurer 

Dr.  Edwin Cary was the brave leader of  the Boy Scouts in Pueblo.

He organized his  boys to be the most helpful  the night of  June 3.

Dr.  Cary sacr i f iced his  l i fe to help others to safety.

Story Sponsor:  Solar  Roast Coffee              Actor :  John Grabarzyk

READ ALL ABOUT IT!!!

PUEBLO'S GREAT FLOOD 1921



Chicago’s Vaudeville Superstar Comes Back
from the Dead 




Inez Edmondson was an Afr ican American vaudevi l le s inger.  She

was v is i t ing her parents in Pueblo and was hur led into the center of

the storm. 

Actor :  Sar iyah Ridenour

Owner of Cut-Rate Shoe Store Perishes
Attempting Tricky Escape 




PepperSauce Bottoms Newborn Saved by Mom 

Albert  E.  Schaubel  was a business owner on Union Avenue. He was

one of many stuck in one-story bui ld ings in the downtown area.

Actor:  Ryan Smith

Mary Fueda was an Austr ian immigrant rais ing her large fami ly  in

The Grove.  The night of  June 3rd her fami ly  grew one son larger.

Actor :  Jami lee Romero

Toppled Train at Union Depot 



Frank Spicer miraculous ly  rode a roof many mi les east  of  Pueblo.

He was deposited on a newly created land-bar in the middle of

the Arkansas River  and l ived to tel l  the tale.  

Actors:  Gregory Howel l  Oct 1  & 8

Tommy Farrel l  Oct 9 ,  15 ,  & 16 



WWI Vet Saves Train Passengers 

Risky Business Strands Women at Hotel

Dal las Quenin was the hero of many.  He helped dozens of t rain

passengers escape certain death from submerged train cars.  




Actor :  Mike Reininger

The Arcade Hotel  was owned and operated by two widows and

one “Madame” in 1921.  The hotel  surv ived extensive damage and

the owners were stuck ins ide for  days.  

Actors:  Sal ly  Sprafka and Jenna Inscho

Stories based on actual accounts found in

Mad River (Pueblo Historical Society) and

Night of a Thousand Heroes (Tracy Beach).

Rocky Ford Roof Riding Ends Terribly 

Nett ie Darr  lost  every s ingle person in her fami ly  the day after  the

main f lood. Rocky Ford was hi t  on June 4 with another rush of

water and Nett ie and her fami ly  got caught in i ts  path.

Actor :  Judith Cook



PUEBLO PROUD

Whi le few Puebloans might remember the events

of the F lood of 1921 ,  i t  i s  easy to feel  the legacy

of the f lood in so much of what makes us

PUEBLO. We hope these stor ies have inspired

you,  reminded you of how connected we al l  are,

and given you a gl impse into the chal lenging

days and fol lowing weeks that gr ipped our

community  100 years ago.

I f  your interest  has been piqued,  check out the

fol lowing mater ia ls  for  more detai ls  about the

Flood and how Puebloans responded:

Cohen, Jonathan A. (May 2020). A Social and Cultural

History of the Great Pueblo Flood of 1921 Its Aftermath, and

Its Legacy [A Thesis in the Field of History for the Degree of

Master of Liberal Arts in Extension Studies, Harvard

University].

Colorado Experience: The Great Pueblo Flood, Rocky

Mountain PBS, 2021

Pueblo Colorado: The Great Flood of 1921, The History Guy:

History Deserves to Be Remembered, 2021

https://dash.harvard.edu/bitstream/handle/1/37364891/COHEN-DOCUMENT-2020.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5uwVgsU0GM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o5uwVgsU0GM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jM4_Cuy1X_U
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4sEmXUuWIFlxRIFBRV6VXQ


GHOST WALK

EVENT SPONSORS

Arkansas River 

High Water Whistle 

Fountain Creek Rescue & Rebuild

With thanks to 



Member agencies include: 10th Judicial District

Attorney’s Office, Pueblo Child Advocacy Center,

ACOVA, Parkview Health System, Pueblo Rape Crisis

Services, 10th Judicial Probation Department, CASA

of Pueblo, Catholic Charities, Colorado Legal

Services, Intervention, Pueblo Police Department,

and YWCA.




Our  miss ion  i s  to  educate  the  pub l i c ,

re fer  v i c t ims  and  fami l i e s  to  communi ty

resources  and  reduce  the  impact  o f

domest i c  v io lence  in  the  communi ty .

The Ghost Walk directly supports the Pueblo

Domestic Violence Community Task Force.

End Domestic Violence.

RECOGNIZE IT     REPORT IT     PREVENT IT


